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but they win 84-81 in overtime. El 
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CVS-Aetna Deal Seen As Defensive Move 


Competitive Threats 
Mount In Industry 


By KENNETH R. GOSSELIN 


kgosselin@courant.com 


With a blockbuster deal between the 
corporate giants looming, the pairing of 
health insurer Aetna Inc. and pharmacy 
giant CVS may, at first, seem unlikely, but 
it is dramatic evidence that both compa- 
nies see competitive threats on multiple 
fronts in the health care industry. 

Online behemoth Amazon is pushing 


to get into the pharmacy business. A 
formidable competitor, UnitedHealth 
Group, the nation’s largest health insurer, 
already has a well-established pharmacy 
benefits business. And health insurer 
Anthem is starting a pharmacy benefits 
unit of its own. 

“It sounds like a defensive merger 
however you look at it,” said Ben Gomes- 
Casseres, a professor of strategy at the 
Brandeis University International Busi- 
ness School in Waltham, Mass. “Either 
defensive against the threat of Amazon, 
which we really don’t know that much 
about and whether that’s even going to be 
real. And then there’s not so much the 


threat but the power of combinations in 
the health care industry.” 

CVS Health Corp. could announce a 
$66 billion acquisition of Hartford-based 
Aetna as soon as Monday in what could be 
one of the biggest health care mergers 
ever. 

Industry experts say an Aetna merged 
into CVS would give the partners an ace 
that UnitedHealth and others don’t have: 
a massive, coast-to-coast chain of stores, 
including 9,700 retail locations plus an- 
other 1,600 in Target stores. In Connecti- 
cut, CVS has 135 retail locations and 20 in 
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JESSICA HILL | ASSOCIATED PRESS 
A MERGER would give Aetna a chain of retail 
outlets, and give CVS entry into managing care. 


STEPHEN DUNN | SPECIAL TO THE COURANT 
RACHEL GRUSSE of Glastonbury, an avid wheelchair basketball player, brings the ball down the court during a basketball 
clinic at UConn in Storrs on Thursday night. Dozens of players with disabilities and as well as able-bodied students took part. 


Hoop Dreams 


Wheelchair Athletes May Get Their Chance At UConn 


torrs - Rachel Grusse has been 
playing wheelchair basketball for 
the past 10 years. But when it 
came time for the Glastonbury 


RYAN MARTIN runs a foundation that helps people with 
disabilities become more independent through sports. 


resident to look at colleges, the closest one 
that offered the sport on a competitive level 
was in Edinboro, Pa. 

Grusse, a double leg 
amputee, went to 
Edinboro University 
for a semester to play. 
But it was too big of an 
adjustment, and too far away from home, 
and she ended up transferring to Central 
Connecticut State University, graduating 
last December. 

If UConn had a wheelchair basketball 
team at the time, she would have 
considered going there. 

“I might have, honestly,” she said. “I 
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Politics And Football 


Joe Aresimowicz leads a double life: House 
Speaker, football coach. 


View Of Segregation 
Opinion: The state reveals striking racial and 
socioeconomic segregation. 
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A Story Of Resolve 


Seeing Killingly’s Vasileios 
Politis score a TD to start the 
2017 season a year after 
battling cancer stirred 
the heart of a town. 
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A Tax Cut 
Equality 
Divide 
“Toward Woslthy 


By HEATHER LONG 
Washington Post 


WASHINGTON — When Senate Republicans 
introduced their tax bill in mid-November, they faced 
competing interests: Some senators thought it wasn’t 
generous enough for working-class families. Others 
thought it didn’t deliver enough to business owners. 

As Republicans moved closer to a final vote on the 
bill Friday night, they made several tweaks to the tax 
legislation. They announced more benefits for busi- 
ness owners, particularly wealthy ones, but they voted 
down a proposal by Sens. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., and 
Mike Lee, R-Utah, to give low-income families a bigger 
tax break. 

The disparate treatment underlined how the 
legislation — a massive rewrite of the individual and 
corporate tax code — has evolved since its first 
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Drones, More 
Cameras Keep 
Eye On City 


Police Expanding 
Surveillance Weapons 


By JENNA CARLESSO 


jcarlesso@courant.com 


HARTFORD — City police will use drones to 
pursue stolen vehicles and fleeing suspects and to 
boost counterterrorism efforts at public events under 
an expanded surveillance program that is expected to 
hit next year. 

The city’s network of cameras will grow in the 
coming months, with as many as 150 new devices 
planned for major corridors and side streets, and about 
50 cameras that will be placed at residential homes. 
Hartford already has more than 700 cameras in 
operation throughout the city. 

New software will be used to analyze crime and 
traffic patterns and capture suspects. 


DRONES, A13 
hie irae 
olitis 
Hartford Courant soo 
Thevartford 
MANIA) fli 00t 
04209 004007 
EE, G5 OBITUARIES.........B6-10 PUBLIC NOTICES .....D8 PUZZLES ..............D8, F7 


WT ae- 


E A 


A F 


